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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to: i) examine the relationship between food security in an organic
community and its elements of natural resources, production, culture and trade, including the
factors and conditions relating to food security, and ii) to suggest the performance to improve
food security in organic community relating to the existence of natural resources, production
process, culture and trade. Data employed in this analysis were collected from interviews, focus
group, participatory observation, and related documents with key resource persons of organic
agriculture group, San Sai Village, Luang Nuea Sub-district, Doi Sa Ket District, Chiang Mai
Province.

The result indicated that food security in the viewpoint of organic agriculturalists
included the capability to access varieties of food all year round, having economy that encouraged
the capability to access food sufficiently, and being healthy by consuming safety diet and living
in non-polluted environment. In addition, it related to the performance of organic agriculture
which consisted of four elements:

1) production — holding the principle of sufficiency, practicing integrated agriculture,

and focusing on self-reliance on inputs of production,

2) production management and trade — knowing diverse methods of cooking and
preserved food, creating packaging, distributing products inside and outside markets
of community local, and standardizing products by internal members of organic
agriculture group and external consumer and related agencies,

3) culture — maintaining culture of sharing and helping one another about food,
knowledge, labor, and production inputs; and transmitting organic practices to
members in household and people inside and outside community,

4) natural resource and environment — continuing organic helping revive ecosystem and
environment in agriculture areas, participating in the activities of conservation
outside and inside communities, and stimulating environmental awareness especially

energy and climate change.



However, the factors encouraging the stability of food security were: holding land
ownership, helping one another with organic agriculture members and network, remaining the
popularity of consuming organic products, providing standard organic products and fair price in
markets, and obtaining support from related agencies. Organic agriculturalists were also the
important condition to stabilize food security; they required passion and royalty to abolish
chemical substances in agricultural practices. In contrast, the risks factors of food security
included drought caused by climate change, lack of succession due to livelihood change, and

chemical practices in other areas leading polluted agriculture areas and products.

In order to improve food security, the suggestions for an organic community derived
from this study included: 1) allowing organic agriculturalists to teach and share knowledge inside
and outside communities, 2) extending the concrete centers of self-reliance on food security,
3) establishing the organic networks inside and outside communities to help one another,
4) developing the potential of organic agriculturalists in adaptation to the change of agricultural
inputs, 5) promoting the confidence of producers and consumers in organic practices and
products, 6) stimulating the awareness of natural resources and environment, and 7) having the
extreme encouragement of related agencies. In addition, the government should focus on
determining and controlling land use for agriculture, enhancing the efficiency of water
management and water source development, promoting the use of heredity plants for cultivation,

encouraging self-reliance on agriculture, and developing young agriculturalists.

Keywords: food security, organic community
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