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Abstract

Effect of smog from maize stover burning is severer impact to Thai population in
Northern Thailand. Currently, Thai government is troubleshooting and takes it as a serious
national agenda. Results from the study will be one of the elective solution. Thus, the study
aimed to review community context, readiness, needs, comparison of cultivation system, and
possibility of growing hemp for reducing effect of maize stover burning. A set of interview
schedules and informal discussion technique were used for data collection administered with 185
farmers in 42 districts, 7 provinces of northern Thailand, who are in the extension area of
growing hemp by Highland Research and Development Institute. Obtained quantitative data were
analyzed by using descriptive statistics and content analysis for qualitative data. The results
shown that, in the past, hemp has been cultivated in 7 provinces of northern Thailand among
Hmong people by primitive way for cremation ceremony. Because of the trouble and difficulty,
hemp cultivation has been cancelled. Recently, two-third of farmers (66.04%) had moderate level
in knowledge and understanding of growing hemp. Farmers had high level of pest prevention
management (55.78%) and post-harvest (55.42%) in terms of readiness of growing hemp and had
high level (¥ = 4.12) in need of growing hemp for reducing effect of smog from maize stover
burning. The following factors having an effect on needs of growing hemp: main career, and
agricultural experiences. As a whole, there were commercial and law possibility supporting

growing hemp for reducing effect of smog from maize stover burning in Thailand

Keyword: Comparative Education, cultivation, Hemp, Maize, Upper Northern Thailand
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