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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore: 1) socio-economic characteristics of
farmers in Nongchangkuen sub-district, Muang district, Lamphun province; 2) needs for
agricultural information perception through television of the farmers; and 3) problems
encountered in the agricultural information of the farmers. Data collection was done through
interview administered with 217 farmers obtained by simple random sampling. Obtained data
were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, standard deviation, and Chi-square.

Results of the study revealed than most of the informants (67.3%) were male, 54
years old on average, elementary school graduates (62.2%), and married (68.7%). The informants
earned an income from the agricultural sector for 5,414 baht per month on average. Besides, they
eamed an income from the non-agricultural sector for 2,288 baht per month on average. All of
them had their own land and they had farm land for 6 rai each on average. Most of the informants
did not have agricultural loan source but they got a loan from the agricultural cooperative group
(87.6%). Most of the informants (62.2%) were members of the agricultural group and the Bank
for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperative group members. Most of them (73.7%) preferred to
watch channel 3 T.V. programs and they usually watched it during 6.00-9.00 p.m. They preferred

to watch the agricultural program of channel 3 and TPBS most.
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Based on the level of agricultural information perception of the informants, it
was found at a moderate level ()_C: 2.01). This was based on the following: prevention and
climination of pests ()_c: 3.70); needs for agricultural information perception (;: 2.28); plant
growing and care taking (x= 3.8); plant propagation ( x= 3.82); farm machinery and
maintenance (; = 3.79); and mixed farming (J—C =4.39).

Findings showed that there was a statistically significant relationship (p<0.05)
between the agricultural information perception of the informants and the following: age,
educational attainment, marital status, and being an agricultural group member. Besides, it was
found than there was a statistically signification relationship between needs for agricultural
information perception of the informants and the following: age, educational attainment, being a
saving group member, agricultural television program, and being an agricultural group member.

The following were problems encountered: the informants were not familiar with
new innovation; agricultural television programs time were inconvenient to be watched; new
technology presented did not suit to their local context and it was costly; and the content

presented was too short and technical terms were difficult to understand.
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