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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to : 1) explore behaviors on loang getting of
agricultural households who were debtors of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives, Thai Chanasuk sub-district ; 2) investigate factor having impacts on
accumulative debts of the agricultural households ; and 3) find a guideline for solving
the problem in accumulative debts of the househould. The sample group in this
study consisted of : the first group — 77 clients of the bank in Thai Chanasuk sub-
district, Thungsaliam district, Sukhothai province having a household debts for 500,00
baht and above and the second group - 27 clients of the bank having a household
debt for lower than 500,000 baht. A set of questionnaius and focus group discussion
were used for data collection. Obtained data were statistically analyzed.

Results of the study revealed that most of the informants had on average
accumulative debt for 300,001-500,000 baht and most of them had 4 loan contracts
pre household. Most of them could repay the debt on time but they reguested for a
loan again (10,000 - 50,000 baht). Factors effecting the accuwrence of debts most
were : agricultural changes, agricultural investment, fertilizer and equipment
purchase, a little farmland holding, low vyield of efficiency, and convenient access to
capital sources Loan conditions could motivate farmers to guarantee the loans. The

following were opinions of the informants : 1) farmers truly lacked of knowledge
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about farming ; 2) household account should be done; 3) results of the study could
be employed to adopt behaviors and develop the community. Besides they agreed
to reduce expenses by increase household expenses. Agno-forestry should be
initiated instead of traditional farming in order to reduce household expenses. Mixed
farming should be practices and the surplus could be sold for household expenses -
In addition, unnecessary agricultural tools should be avoid and self — reliance must

be focused.
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