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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investicate factors effecting needs for support and
promotion of garlic production of farmers in Mae Pong sub-district, Doi Saket district,
Chiang Mai province. Specifically, the objectives of this study were to explore:1)
socio-economic attributes and farms of garlic production of farmers in Mae Pong sub-
district, Doi Saket district, Chiang Mai province. 2) a level of needs for support and
promotion of garlic production of the farmers; 3) the relationship between the socio-
economic attributes/form of carlic production and needs for support and promotion
of garlic production of the farmers; and 4) problems encountered and suggestions on
carlic productions. A set of questionnaires was used for data collection administered
with the sample group of 136 farmers in Mae Pong sub-district and analyzed by using
the Statistical Package.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were male, 49
years old on average and elementary school graduates. The respondents had 3
family members an average. Aside from growing garlic, the respondents grew
vegetables and rice. They earned on income from garlic production for 179,632.35
baht per year on average and from other plant growing for 89,235.29 baht per year
on average. The respondents had their own land for 6.32 rai on average and they
used their own capital for the investment. The respondents had been growing garlic

for 27 years on average but they had never attended a training on garlic growing. The
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respondents perceived data or information about garlic growing through community
leaders and they had never contacted concerned public/private personnel. Most of
the respondents began to grow garlic in the early of November and not later than
mid-December. The garlic bed was 1.5 inches in width and 8 inches in height but the
length depended on each area. They preferred to apply compost and chemical
fertilizer with the formula of 13-13-21 or 15-15-15. The garlic was given water 10
times per growing season. Besides, fungi prevention medicine was sprayed to garlic
for 6 times on average. The garlic began to be harvested when its leaves were
yellow. The respondents grew and harvested carlic by themselves. Agricultural
communication of the respondents was mostly through telephone for contact or
negotiation.

It was found that the respondents had a high level of needs for varieties,
growing, and care-taking (X=3.50, 3.41, 3.61, respectively) whereas harvesting and
propagation were found at a moderate level (X=3.02 and 2.82, respectively). For the
hypothesis testing, it was found that the variances having a statically significant
relationship (sig. <0.05) with needs for support and promotion of garlic growing. were
type of land holding. source of the capital for investment; data or information
perception; and form of compost application. Based on deeds for varieties support, it
had a relationship with a number of family members, type of land holding, source of
the capital for investment, information perception, and garlic harvesting. In terms of
needs for garlic growing support, it had a relationship with source of the capital for
investment, information perception, form of compost application, and workforce for
garlic growing and harvesting. On the basis of needs for care-taking support, it had a
relationship with type of land holding, source of the capital for investment,
information perception, communication, form compost application, an amount of
water supplied to earlic, and sarlic harvesting. For harvesting support, it had a
relationship with a number of family members, type of land holding, source of the
capital for investment, form of compost application, and an amount of fungi
prevention medicine spraying. Based on propagation support, it had a relationship

with type of land holding, source of the capital for investment, information
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perception, communication, period of garlic growing, form of compost application,
and an amount of water supplied to garlic.

For problems encountered and suggestions of the respondents, the following
were found:1) they needed for support on varieties selection and care-taking; 2)
inspection of soil condition in garlic growing area; 3) holding a training on garlic
growing, &) provision of factors on garlic production; 5) developing the transportation
system and warlic yields keeping; and 6) carlic price assurance. In addition, all
concurred agencies should extend knowledge about garlic varieties selection and
care. Taking and garlic price assurance must be done since the respondents did not

form a garlic famers group.
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