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ABSTRACT

The community occasional market in a Karen community is a novelty which has never
happened. This is because the said community still uses the traditional barter trade system and
there is no group forming for product selling in the market system. Thus product distribution from
the producer to the consumer is difficult. This study classifies the sample group into 3 groups: 1) the
village group having agricultural yield production promotion for community consumption (group 1)
and this group consists of Huaykhong and Pitukni villages: 2) The group having no promotion on
agricultural yield production for community consumption (group 2) and this group consists of
Khunhad and Huaytongluang villages; and 3) the group having no community occasional market
try-out and this group consists of Maehaeluang and Maehaenai villages. The objectives of this study
are to explore: 1) community needs for consumption of various product types; 2) types and an
amount of products produced by the community; 3) conditions of community nutritions; and
4) a quideline for the establishment of the community occasional market for self-reliance. The
sample group in this study consists of 1,389 persons in 6 villages located in upper Maehad
watershed area (254 households).

According to the study on needs for consumption of various types of products, it is found
that people in the study area consume products based on 2 forms: satisfaction and season. They
mostly consume pork (1,058 kg.) and followed by chicken (329.90 kg.), chicken egg (46,242 egg), and
fresh water fishes (224.25 kg.). Other products include seafood (397.56 kg.), canned fish (663.63 kg.),
vegetables (4,839.40 kg.) and rice grain (8,138.9 kg.). Findings show that each village can produce
animal meat (pork, chicken, duck, buffalo meat, and fish) with different production amount. It is
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found that fish is specialty in production and its production method is different from others and
can be found in villages having specific agricultural extension.

Each village has different good animal production such as Maehae village can produce the
hishest amount of cattle (43,800 kg. per year); Pitukhi village can produce the highest amount of
fishes (23,520 kg. per year); Huaykhong village can produce the highest amount of pork (9,600 ke.
per year); and Huaytongluang village can produce the highest amount of chicken meat (866 kg. per
year). Those who rear big animals do not prefer to kill it for household consumption whereas small
animals like fish, chicken, and duck can be killed for household consumption.

There is community occasional market try-out for product distribution form the producer
to the consumer and it is well accepted by the community and neighbors. That s, interested
people purchase products in the community occasional market for 2,445 times, 611.25 baht per
visit (S.D. = +107.78). There are 14 persons selling products in the community occasional market.
The products mainly include fresh vegetables, pork, fish, and chicken meat wish the cash flow for
34,725 baht per day on average (£6,229.48 SD.). Besides, the community has a guideline for the
establishment of the community occasional market which includes 3 forms: central community
occasional market; a specific occasional market in the village; and a semipermanent occasional
market along the transportation route of the community.

Regarding the achievement of the community occasional market establishment, it is found
that the population in group 1 and 2 have a biomass index higher than those of group 3 of all age-
interval with a statistical level (P<0.05). Huaykhong and Pitukhi villages products for the community
occasional market with an average body mass index throughout the age for 20.98+2.34 and
20.16+2.07, respectively. Mean while, group 2 performs as purchasers which the body mass index is
not different from that of group 1 as both seller and the purchaser. Findings show that group 2
(Huaytongluang and Khunhad villages) had body mass index value = 21.21+1.95 and 20.74+20.58,
respectively. Meanwhile, that of group 3 (Maehae and Huaytoneluang) is lower with a statistical
significance level (P<0.05) (18.82+2.04 and 18.66+5.96, respectively).

Thus, it can be seen that the establishment of the community occasional market helps
distribute products from the producer to the consumer. Besides, the production cost is not the
burden of the producer only. Cash flow and yields can help the production cycle be perfect and it
helps the community economic system be sustainable.

Keywords: Karen community, community occasional market, self-reliance
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