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ABSTRACT

The objictives of this study were to : 1) analyze changes and factor effecting
land use changes in Mae On watershed area during 1989 - 2011 ; 2) explore impacts of
land use changes on flood condition in lower Mae On watershed area ; 3) find concept
for reducing impacts of land use changes on flood condition in lower Mae On
watershed area . Locale of the study covered an area of 195.46 square kilometers in
Sankampaeng distict Chiang Mai province.

The process of this community participation study began with the classification
of Mae On watershed into upper, middle, and lower areas ; community leader
interview ; area servey which was done together with community representatives for
finding physical characteristics, land use form ( forest, agiculture, residential areas ) and
causes / factors effecting land use changes during 1989 - 2011. This process would
lead to the investigation of impacts of land use changes on flood condition in lower
Mae On watershed area which had been increasing every year. Thus, the author aimed
to investigate in-depth data in order to propose ideas on the reduction of impacts of

land use changes on flood condition in lower Mae On watershed area.
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Results of the study were as follws :

1) Regarding changes in land use in Mae On watershed during 1989 - 2011, it
was found to have rather little changes. This was because it was the condition of
preserved forest, community‘s conservative forest and the forest producing water for
Mae On watershed. In the middle of Mae On watershed, however, there were rather
big changes - from paddy field to orchard or from subsistent rice growing to intensive
commercial rice growing. The cultivation was practiced throughout the year which
resulted in lack of water for agricultural purposes in some areas. For changes in land
use in lower Mae On watershed there were serious changes in terms of residential area
and without direction. The entrance to paddy fields, water receiving areas and stream
bank areas, there became to be urban community. This was due to an increase in
population, expansion of Chiang Mai city, infrastructure development, and
transportation routes connecting towns.

2) Changes in land use in lower Mae On watershed caused serious flood
condition and expansion due to the following factors : 1) the shape of lower Mae On
river was like a bottle neck and the banks of the river were encroached ; 2) the
structure of existing check dams was deteriorate due to the current and it barrier
drainage way ; 3) an expansion of housing estates to agricultural areas and water
receiving areas results in flood and 4) public road No. 1317 block waterways which the
water drainage structure could not work effectively during the rainy season.

3) The concept on the reduction of impacts of changes in land use having an
effect on flood condition in lower Mae On watershed consisted of the following
important aspects : 1) the determination of risky areas for flood condition to make the
community perceive and avoid building houses in the areas ; 2) improvement of river
condition to increase potential in drainage during the rainy season ; 3) excavation of
drainage canals and construction of water retardation areas, water storage areas, on

monkey cheek projects to store rushing water during the rainy season for agricultural
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purposes ; 5) improvement of drainage system on public road No. 1317 for effective
drainage ; and 6) building awareness for self — adaptation and a better understanding

about flood condition.
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