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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate : 1) local wisdom using for the
community health care ; 2) management of local wisdom using for community
health care ; and 3) a guideline for ménvagemerjt of local wisdom using for the
community health care. Results of the study were as follows :

Local wisdom using for community health care included traditional massage ;
using herbs together with Thai traditional massage ; and using herbs together with
incantation. Service users were mostly people in the area and they were few. They
used the service when they were sick and because modern medical treatment was
unsuccessful. There was little local wisdom transfer because new generations were
not interested in it.

Regarding the management of local wisdom using for community health care,
the following were found : 1) Thai traditional healers healed patients by themselves
without networking ; 2) the Thai traditional healers mostly did not ask for service
charge but only a small sum of fee ; 3) the Thai traditional healers used incantation
and many kinds of herb for healing since it was inexpensive ; and 4) there was
knowledge exchange about traditional healing among Thai traditional healers.

A guideline for the management of local wisdom using for community health
care included the following : 1) local wisdom networking on traditional healing
should be promoted and supported because Thai traditional healers had been doing

their duty successfully for a long time ; 2) concerned agencies in public health



(6)

should encourage and support local people to grow herbal plants for healing ; 3) the
municipality and local administrative organization should support healing budgets
and truly conserve this local wisdom ; 4) Thai traditional healer networking should be
done for strong community health care ; 5) knowledge about traditional healing
should be disseminated to schools and all local people so that they can take care of
themselves when they are sick ; and 6) Thai traditional healers should be given a

traditional healing license in various fields.
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