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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to: 1) explore child care-taking condition of
foster families in the project; 2) investigate problems encountered in child care-taking of the
foster families; and 3) develop a guideline for child care-taking in the project. Focus group
discussion and face to face conversation were used for data collection. Results of the study
revealed the following:

Child care taking condition of the foster families. It was found that the physical
condition of the foster families in terms of economy, society, and environment was ready for
supporting children based on the four requisites of life: food, clothing, shelter, and medicine.
This could support children to have a better life and be self-reliant, resulting in good physical and
spiritual health. Regarding spiritual aspect, it was found that the fosterer implanted children to be
a good child with discipline and responsibility. They were enhanced to have a strong mind and
can be self-reliant based on capability of each individual. Besides, the fosterers behaved
themselves as a good model for their children.

Problems encountered in child care-taking of the foster family. Many problems
were found such as intellect of children had an effect on learning performance, making
acquaintance, telephone using, and games playing. Other problems include child development,
emotional and environmental problems, and ailment.

A guideline for developing child care-taking in the project. This was based on
the following: construction of affection; the fosterer must be generous and righteous; and good

behavior as a model for children. It was found that the fosterers should enhance children to have



(6)

a strong mind and can be self-reliant at a particular level. Affection of children to their family
members can be expressed verbally, physically and spiritually. They must be taught to be self-
reliant based on their capability as well as to have consciousness and realization on common
benefits. For social aspect, it was found that the fosterers should teach their children to be
helpful, harmonious, united, and know to strengthen their family and community. For natural
resources and environmental aspect, it was found that the fosterers should teach their children to
exploit natural resources and environment wisely and carefully for a highest sustainability. For
technological aspect, it was found that the fosterers should teach their children to use technology
appropriately and it must be consistent with needs and environment (geo-social based). Besides,
they might be taught to develop technology be making use of local wisdoms for common

benefits. All of these aimed to make children live in the society happily.
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