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ABSTRACT

The use of Kaset Amphurs’ Power as Perceived by
Kaset Tambons and Home Economists in Chiang-Mai

Province, Thailand.

"

Weerapon Tongma

By
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Associgte Professor
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The objectives of this research are to study the following:
(1) personnel, social and economical characteristics of Kaset Tambons
and Home Economists; (2) Kaset Amphurs’ power bases used.to implement
the working of Agricultural Extension as perceived by Kaset Tambons
and Home Economists; (3) the congruence between the Kaset Tambons and
Home Economists® perception and their expectation concerning the use
of Kaset Amphurs’ power. This research was gathered from information
supplied by 200 Kasat Tambons and Home Economists in Chiang-Mai
province. The tool for data collection was the questionnaires handed
out. asking for their perception and expectation t.owards the use of
Kaset.  Amphurs’ power. The raw data has been processed in the

Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (5PSS).




= 17)

The result has shown that the informants averaged 35 years
of age. Most of the Kaset Tambons tended to be male, while the Home
Fconomists were female. In addition, almost all of them were Bﬁddhists
and married. Their educational level was a Bachelor’s degree or the

equivalence in the field of Agricultural Extension.

The social and economical characteristics were as follows:
most. of the informants 1lived in the northern region and served as
goverment. officers for at least 11 years. Their averaged income
received annually was approximately at 135,936 Baht family unit.
The informants, moreover, have gained experiences domestically in
agricultural training or Home Ecomomics and Agricultural Extension

surveys from 1990 to the present time.

According to the informants’ perception, the concept of the
use of Kaset Amphurs’ power pointed out that Kaset Amphurs had made
use of reference,reward and expert power in their level rather than
authority power. Furthermore, the informants also perceived Kaset
Amphurs had used less coercive power on this level. On the other hand,
the informanté, expectation towards the use of Kaset Amphurs’ power
was that the expert, reference and reward power were highly expected.
The authority power was in the medium level but the coercive power
dropped to a very low state.

The congruence between the informants’ perception and their
expectation towards the use of Kaset Amphurs’ power bases has been
compared from the mean score. Consequently, the informants’perception
of the Kaset Amphurs’ 5 power bases was different. from what they had
expect.ed. The informants prefered Kaset Amphurs to execute the
authority, reward, reference and expert power more than they are
using at the present time. Bul Kaset Amphurs are implementing the

corecive power extremely more than the informants had expected.
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