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ABSTRACT

Title :  Farmers’ Opinions on Forest Fire Impact in
Asriculture at Mae-Surin Village, Khunyuam
District, Maehongson Province, Thailand

By : Bhongchai Bhrombutr

Degree : Master of Agricultural Technology (Agricultural

Extension)
Major Field : Agricultural Extension

Chairman, Special Problem Advisory Board : %) ; 4"%)‘4—

-------------

The objectives of this research were to study 1)
personal and socio-economic chartacteristics of farmers 35 2)
effects of forest fires in agriculture as viewed by the farmers;
and 3) causes of forest fires and obstacles in their prevention.
The respondents were all of the 115 farmers in Mae-Surin Village,
Khunyuam Sub-district, Khunyuam District, Maehongson Province.
The data were collected by means of interview schedules, decoded
and analyzed as percentage, arithmetic mean, and standard

deviation with the use of SPSS computer program.

The results were as follows :

1. Most of the respondents were male, 43 years old on
average, and had completed grade 4-6 of primary education.
Their average number of family members was 4 and they had an
average of 17 years experience in agriculture. The percentage of

the respondents with no training experience in forestry was 85.22.



10)

More than half of the respondents were land owners. Their average
annual yields of rice, garlic, soybean, and other crops were
245.15 tung, 658.9Y kg, 742.34 kg, and 171.87 kg respectively.
Twenty-two respondents, out of 115, had contact with forest
officers. Most of them (54.55 %) had only one time contact. The
percentage of the respondents obtainiﬁg information about forest
fires was 90.43. They indicated their access of information
through radio, television, and from newspaper. Only 9.57 percent

had never obtained information about forest fires.

4. For the effects of forest fires on agriculture, the
respondents were found to highly agree on the effects of forest
fires on air resulting in smog and hot weather; on water
resulting in cloudiness of water and shallowness of rivers and
streams; and on soil resulting in dry soil and leaching. They
moderately agreed on the effects of forest fires on agricultural
produce, insect, and convenience in preparation of agricultural

land.

3. The respondents highly agreed on throwing away of
cigarette butts and burning of garbage with carelessness as the
cause of forest fires. The next causes were cooking and slash

and burn.

Insufticiency of forest tires extinguishing equipment

was the main obstacle of forest fires prevention.
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