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ABSTRACT

Title : The Vocational Agriculture Training Need Perception of
the Agricultural Cooperative's Members in Sakonnakhon

Province, Thailand.

By : Pichechja Intarapum
Degree : Master of Agricultural Technology (Agricultural
Extension)

Major Field : Agricultural Extension

chairman, Thesis Advisory Board : ..... C o 0o . ..! Ot b 29???7?/
( Associate Professor Dr. Numchai Thanupon)

4@4@7./..!%}%1./../ﬁ?2’0

The purposes of this study, which covered 9 Agricultural
Cooperatives in Sakonnakhon Province, were (1) to investigate
and compare personal, economic, social and psychological background
of the urban and rural Agricultural Cooperatives' member; (2) to
rank the vocational agriculture tranining areas according to need
percept.ion of the urban and rural Agricultural Cooperatives' member;
(3) to find out commonality of the training need perception of the
urban and rural Agricultural Cooperatives’' members; and (4) to
indentify factors affecting the needs for vocational agriculture

training of the urban and rural Agricultural Cooperatives’ members.
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The data were collected by interview, using questionnaires,
groups of agricultural cooperatives' members, selected by sampling
method; Samples of 90 urban agricultural cooperatives’ members and
270 rural agricultural cooperatives’' members were dealt with. Data

analysis and interpretation were done by SPSS computer program.

The results of the study were as follows.

1. Personal background. Both groups of agricultural coopef‘av
tives' members had similar personal background; the urban

agricultural cooperatives’ members had and average age of 47.76
years and the rural group 47.68 years. The majority of the
respondents were male and had only primary school education. Most
of them have joined the cooperatives for 1-9 years, and hold about
1-100 shares. An average experience in training for both groups was
13-14 times a year. More than one-half have been experienced in
vocat.ional training in plant cultivation and animal husbandry. Some

had never attended any training due to lack of free time.

2. Socio-economic background. Both groups were socio-econo-

mically different. An average income of the urban group was 43, 385
baht per year while that of the rural group was 35,139 baht per
year. The majority of both dgroups were farm owners. The urban
group had an average farm size of 27.10 rais while that of the rural
group was 24.71 rais. The distance from home to town of the urban
group was 19.25 Kilometers while that of the rural group was 48.20
kilometers.
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3. Education value. Both groups of agricultural cooperatives'

members had similar education value. The urban group had an average
score of education value of 4.85 and that of the rural group was
4.68 moreover, the majority of both groups had "positive"” education

value.

4. Contact with extension agents and visits to agricultural

institutions. Both groups of agricultural cooperatives' members were
not different in the frequency of contacts with extension agents as
weil as of visits to agricultural institutions. An average mmber
of contacts with extension agents of the urban group was 1.37 times
a month where as that of the rural group was 1.53 times a month.
The average frequency of visits to agricultural institutions of the
urban group was 9.13 times per year and that of the rural droup was
8.43 times per year. Both group usually visited the agricultural

cooperat ives.

5. Utilization of mass media. Both groups of agricultural

cooperatives' members were similar in utilization of mass media.
The average frequency of utilization of mass media of the urban
group was 62.95 times a month but that of the rural group was 49.33
times a month. The majority of both groups obtained agricultural

information from neighbors.

6. Areas of vocational agriculture training needs. It was

found that both groups were similar in vocational agriculture

training need for plant cultivation, animal husbandry and other
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areas. They had a similar average scores and Plant Disease and pest
Prevention Control was found to be the most needed training area for

both groups.

7. Factors effecting vocational agriculture training need.

Four out of ten independent variables in this study were found to be
correlated with the training need of the urban group, namely income
(r = .3096 : P < .01) Utilization of mass media radio (r = .3035 : P
< .01) neigbors (r = .3095 : P < .01) distance from home to town (r
= .2448 neigbors : P < .01) and education value (r = .4925 : P <
.001). It was also found that five independent variables were
correlated with the training need of the rural group, namely age (r
= -.1258 : P < .05) income (r = 1414 : P < .01) visits to
agricultural institutions - Sakonnakhon Livestock Station (r = . 1007

P < .05) Sakonnakhon Agronomy Station (r = .1015 : P ¢ ,05) -
Utilization of mass media - neighbors (r = .2740 : P ¢ .001) radio

(r = .2660 : P < .001) - and education value (r = .5496 : P < .001).

8. Variables essential for the prediction of vocational

agricultural training need. From the analysis of variables

essential for the prediction of the vocational agriculture training
need perception of both groups of agricultural cooperatives’
members, Education value, age and utilization of mass media were

found to have 307% prediction ability.

9. other information obtained from both groups were as follows.

The training program should be held at a temple near their homes for
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a period of 3-4 days. Both groups prefered a training program
consisting of lectures and discussion with practical application and
field trips; printed materials, vedios and movies should be used in
training. Each trainer should have specialized knowledge in each
field. Accommodat.ions and meals should be provided by the training
unit. 1f, however, the training is carried out in their villages,
problems of transportation and accommodations will be climinated.
The majority of both groups recommended that there should be a

follow-up and evaluation by training personnel and trainers.
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