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ABSTRACT

Title :  Contact Farmers' Opinion Towards Agricultural
Knowledge Acquisition Through Mass Media,

Sansai District, Chiang Mai, Thailand

By H Miss Pornpimon Piyaphan
Degree :  Master of Agricultural Technology (Agricultural
Extension’

Major Field : Agricultural Extension

Chairman, Thesis Advisory Board : ........... (;2242? ...............

(Associate Professor Dr. Thep Phongparnich)

..... /June/ 1990

The purposes of this study were to investigate : 1) personal
and socio-economic background of contact farmers; 2) the contact
farmers' preference of using radio, television, and daily
newspapers; 3) the opinions of the contact farmers towards
agricultural knowledge acquistion through radio, television and

newspapers.

Data were collected by interview. The population consisted

of 200 contact farmers. The data analysis were done by computer
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assisted method (SPSS), and presented as percentage, means and

standard diviation.

The results were as follows :

1. It was found that the majority (89.5) of the contact
farmers were male with an average age of 44 years. They had only

primary school education.

2. The average income of the contact farmers were 26,800
baht. The minority of those had farm size of 5-10 rai. More than
one-half had their own farms. The majority of those (67.3) obtained
credit from agricultural cooperatives to use in farm investment. In
addition most of them were the members of Agricultural Cooperative

more than any other groups.

3. As far as the research concerned, most of the contact
farmers had their own radio and televisions. The majority (87.7) of
those farmers watched the agricultural programs on television while
71.9 percent. of those listened to the agricultural programs on
radio. Sixty percent of those read the agricultural articles from
daily newspapers at the villages' common reading and they sometimes

read them at their home.

4. The majority of those contact farmers watched the
agricultural programs on Bangkok Broadcasting Limited Company

(Channel 7) more than other programs. Those programs had had a great
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impact on them most of them obtained more agricultural knowledge and
they gained more knowledge from other sources as well; 80.7 percent
of those used the agricultural knowledge in their farms while 44
percent of those ulilized it for vocational improvement; the
majority of those talked such knowledge to their fellow farmers.
Regarding the opinion on the television programs, the majority of
those 1liked documentary type of the agricultural programs, the
formal program presentors, and a 30 minute presentation. On the
problem relating to the agricultural programs on television, it was
found that 61.1 percent of the contact farmers could not remember

the details of the programs.

5. The majority of these contact farmers prefered listening
to Farmers' Friend Program of Kasetsart University Radio Station in
chiangmai to any other programs. It was found that those programs
had had a great impact on them : most of them obtained more
agricultural knowledge and they gained more knowledge from other
sources as well: 80.7 percent of those used these agricultural
knowledge in their farms while 60.8 percent of those utilized it for
vocational improvement; the majority of those talked about such
knowledge to their fellow farmers. It was found that the majority
of those expressed their preference for Farming Question and Answer
program; 62.7 percent of those liked the programs presented in local
dialect as well as a 30 minute presentation program. Most of the
contact farmers had no problems of agricultural knowledge from radio
programs. Most. of the contact farmer had no problems of

agricultural knowledge from radio programs.
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6. As far as the research concerned, the majority of those
liked to read agricultural articles from "Thai Rath"” because they
obtaied new technology and information. The influence of
agricultural information from newspaper on the contact farmers were
as follows : More than one-half gained more knowledge and they got
those knowledge from other sources toos; the majority of those use
the knowledge in their farms while the minority of those ulilized it
for vocational improvement 51.5 percent of those talked about the
agricultural knowledge to their follow farmers. The majority of
those liked articles in the form of questions and answers most.

They had difficulty in buying newspapers for reading.
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(The Population and Sampling Procedure)
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