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ABSTRACT

The potentials of the farmers in growing organic rice in Chiang Rai province was
carried out in 2014, to find a model in growing organic rice with sustainability between the
Nature. Enhance the farmers and the people in the communities to grow rice wisely with organic
methods which would help lower input costs, reduce the chemicals use. But encourage positive
views toward the nature and environments resulting in the better quality of life of the farmers.
The objectives were 1) to study many factors: the people, the economics, the social factor and an
additional factor on the way the farmers receives information on organic methods as well as any
mechanisms affecting the farmers when growing rice in Chiang Rai province, 2) to study the
potentials of the farmers in growing the organic rice in Chiang Rai province and analyze the
factors influencing the potentials of the farmers in growing the organic rice as well as any
difficulties, problems and solutions and any mechanisms influencing the potential development of
the farmers in growing the organic rice in Chiang Rai province, 3) to present a suitable model in
the development of the potentials of the farmers in growing the organic rice in Chiang Rai
province. The combinations of quantitative and qualitative research methods were conducted and
the data collected from an interview on 340 farmers who had attended the organic agriculture
course in the Economic Buddhism school. The data were analyzed quantitatively by Statistical
Packages for Social Science and descriptive statistics presented by percentage, mean, standard
deviation, Pearson Correlation and the path analysis. The qualitative data were synthesized
through documents, group meetings, deep interviews with experts on the organic rice
commissions as well as scholars, peasant leaders, highly intelligent villagers and monks.

The finding of the research showed that the factor being the people; 62.1 percent
of the male farmers age 36-55 years old, 52.4 percent of them married, 75.3 percent of them

having a primary education, 81.2 percent of them feeling interested in growing rice with the
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organic methods. The factor being the economics; 45.0 percent of the farmers got a continuous
loan from Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) for their cultivations and
65.9 percent of them having 1 to 10 Rai of land, 92.9 percent of them growing varieties of rice for
sale such as Suphan Buri 1 and Pathum Thani 1, 46.2 percent selling rice to rice mills and
keeping it for their own consumption about 23.5 percent, feeling interested in being members of
organizational networks about 92.9 percent. The social factor the farmers; about 83.2 percent of
the housewives composed their own organic fertilizer and about 48.5 percent turned to be
producer, 67.9 percent using Morals after learning at the Economic Buddhism school for farmers
as a guide for tangible their minds, as well as many other media like the radio, the TV and the
internet that influenced the perceptions on growing organic rice of the farmers. These factors
helped encourage their information perceptions as well as helped changes in the ways they grew
rice. In addition, the factors influencing the mechanisms of the potential development were the
knowledge, the skill and the attitude, all of which were relevant to the rice growing methods on 1)
the input costs 2) the health 3) the self-consciousness 4) the participation and 5) the knowledge.
Those together led to reverse of the ways the farmers growing rice from using chemicals to using
more organic substances. From the path analysis on the potentials of growing rice in Chiang Rai
province, the most direct effect was the one on the Communication (COM) (0.618), next being
the one on the Knowledge (KM) (0.409) and on the Market (MK) (0.216). But the most indirect
effect was the one on the Personnel (PER) (-0.275), next being the Knowledge (KM) (0.258) and
on the Social factor (SOC) (0.161). From the directly and indirectly effects, they could derive a
model of the potentials of the farmers in growing the organic rice in Chiang Rai province. The
model obtained from path analysis showed that the farmers were able to develop their potentials
in growing the organic rice after attending the training and workshop to improve their knowledge,
their skills and their attitude as well as their participations and some encouragements to make the
farmers realize the importance of the leaming media resulting in their acceptance in the organic
rice growing methods. Moreover, it was because the social factor and the media that led to the
change of the minds of the farmers through slow teaching and eventually the farmers in Chiang
Rai province became interested and turned from growing rice with chemicals to growing rice with
organic substances. And then perceived some ways for the marketing problems and this helped

add value to the organic rice they grew and increase the prices of the rice through the organic rice
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growing methods. At the end, these would help solve their problems effectively. Not only the
communities became strong and a very reliable foundation but also paved ways to the sustainable

development of the country.



