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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore: 1) socio-economic attributes of Para
rubber growers in Chiang Rai province; 2) investment of the Para rubber growers in Chiang Rai
preovince;, 3) problems encountered of the Para rubber growers in Chiang Rai province; 4)
adoption of rubber planting of Para rubber in Chiang Rai province. A set of questionnaire was
used for data collection administered with 350 Para rubber growers in Chiang Rai province
(Wiang Chai, Chiang Khong and Thoeng districts). Obtained data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics. Findings showed that most of the respondents (73.71%) were male and
elementary school graduates (59.71%). Most of the respondents (64.00%) had 3-4 family
members. Less than one-half of the respondents (37.14%) had 9 vears of Para rubber growing
experience. Most of them (80.29%) had participated in the project for Para rubber growing
extension, More than one-half them (73.14%) had 20 rai of Para rubber plantation area and their
private source of funds was 43.17 percent. The analysis found that the cost of Para rubber
plantation area was less than 20 rai. Average fixed cost 11.30 percent, average variable costs
88.70 percent. Only 20.81 percent of them had fixed cost whercas 79.19 percent had average
variable cost. Regarding an analysis of an average income, the following were found: The Para
rubber plantation area of less than 20 rai during 2010-2014, an average income were 15,761.40;
22,599.80; 19,318.52; 19,027.51 and 15,043.18 baht per rai, respectively. For an area of more
than 20 rai during 2010-2014, an average income were 15,726.54; 22,781.71; 19,174.35;
19,066.51 and 14,925.87 baht per rai, respectitively. For an analysis of profitability, it was found
that the area of less than 20 rai during the AT year could earn profit for 48,916.17 baht per rai
on average whereas that of more than 20 rai could carn profit for 55,388.16 baht per rai on
average. It was found that the respondents had a moderate level of problems encountered based

on production, care-taking and marketing (X = 3.03, X = 3.00.X = 3.23 respectitively) except
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promotion which was found at a high level (X = 3.80). Besides, it was found that about one-half
the respondents (49.71%) had adopted the Para rubber growing method at a moderate level. There
was a statistically significant relationship at 0.05 between the independent variable and the
dependent variables in terms of sex (X,), age (X,), a number of household workforce {(X,),
incomes carned from other occupations (X;), knowledge about Para rubber growing method (X, ;)
and the attitude toward the adoption of Para rubber growing method offered by ORRAF

personnel and concerned agencies (X, ).



