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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to : 1) investigate the success of organic rice
farmers in upper northern Thailand; 2) analyze factors affecting the success of organic
rice farmers in upper northern Thailand; and 3) find a guideline for developing
management practices to enhance the efficiency of organic rice farmers in upper
northern Thailand. This research was conducted in 8 provinces which included Mae
Hong Son, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Lamphun, Lampang, Payao, Phrae, and Nan. Data
where randomly collected from 158 organic rice farmers certified by Rice Department
of Thailand. It was found that there were 80 farmers who were successful in producing
organic rice (50.37%) and 78 unsuccessful organic rice farmers (49.63%).

Factors affecting the success of farmers included educational
attainment, experience in producing organic rice, finance, knowledge and information,
training, price incentives, marketing, needs of household consumption, health of
manufacturers and consumers, knowledge on organic rice production, organic rice
production training, continuous knowledge management, community expert advice,
‘agricultural extension agencies, agricultural inputs, support from various agencies,
selecting rice varieties that resisted to major diseases and insects, selecting rice
varieties with high demand, surroundings of the planting fields, suitable planting fields,
crops grown after rice, plowing and planting green manure crops, pesticide producing,
group activities participation, participation in planning process of community organic
rice producing, participation in management system within the organic rice farmers,
and efficient management system.

Management practices for enhancing the efficiency of organic rice farmers in

upper northemn Thailand were proposed as followed: promoting education, enhancing
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experience in organic rice production, extension of knowledge and information, organic
rice production training, pricing, developing organic rice marketing system, health of
manufacturers and consumers, knowledge on organic rice production, organic rice
production training, continuous knowledge management, community expert advice,
agricultural extension agencies, agricultural inputs support from various agencies,
selecting rice varieties that resisted to major diseases and insects, suitable surroundings
of the planting fields, crops grown after rice, plowing and planting green manure crops,
pesticide producing, participation in group planning and management, as well as

efficient management system.
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